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Case Summary:

1. Facts



The request concerned access to e-mail exchanges between employees of
different public entities regarding the development of the cantonal master plan
and the planning of wind farms. Access was denied, with the argument that the
e-mails were internal notes for personal use or preparatory drafts not covered
by the law.

2. Decision

The Geneva Cantonal Court ruled that the e-mails were not personal notes or
internal drafts but constituted finalised correspondence exchanged for
information and responses, thus qualifying as public documents under art. 25
para. 2 LIPAD. It ordered disclosure. The Swiss Federal Tribunal confirmed this
ruling, holding that the e-mails were definitive writings within the meaning of the
law and subject to disclosure.

Note (Optional):

ADMINISTRATIVE TRANSPARENCY — clarification of the classification of e-
mails under access to documents legislation; distinction between personal
notes, preparatory drafts, and definitive correspondence falling under the
principle of publicity.
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