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Case Summary:


https://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/cth/consol_act/foia1982222/
https://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/cth/consol_act/foia1982222/

1. Facts

The applicant sought access to two documents relating to the Community Sport
Infrastructure (CSI) Grants program, allegedly created by ministerial staff. The
Department refused disclosure, claiming exemption under s 47C (deliberative
process).

2. Decision

The FOI Commissioner ruled that disclosure would not be contrary to the public
interest. Transparency and accountability in the allocation of public funds
outweighed the countervailing interest in protecting deliberative processes of
ministers’ advisers.

The Department sought review in the Administrative Appeals Tribunal, which
resulted in a varied decision by consent.

Note (Optional):

The case illustrates how the public interest test operates when transparency
about public spending conflicts with ministerial deliberations.
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